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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  

­­

TO  ALL  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  OFFICIALS 

THERE  ARE  DEEPLY  HUMANE  and  merciful  phases  of  law  en­

forcement which are generally overshadowed by the daily clashes 

of law and order with the criminal underworld. Typical of these 

significant public services are the day-to-day operations of the FBI 

Identification Division, which celebrates its 40th anniversary today. 

Some months ago a distraught mother wrote the FBI pleading 

for help in locating a son from whom she had not heard for more 

than 2 years. She explained that while in the Armed Forces he 

suffered a head injury which required brain surgery, but that he 

did not fully recover. Files of the Identification Division revealed 

that authorities in a neighboring State had recently submitted a 

fingerprint card on an individual possibly identical with the missing 

man. This information was furnished to the mother. A few days 

later, she wrote me a per onal note of gratitude, saying she had 

located her son and that, thanks to the assistance received from the 

FBI, she now could help him with his problems. 

There is nothing earth-shaking about this little act of courtesy. 

It is merely indicative of the thousands of small favors afforded 

the public by law enforcement officers and agencies daily in every 

community of the land. However, to the mother, its value was 

priceless. We are indeed proud that the FBI can participate in 

a humane program of this nature, a cause to eliminate anxiety, 

despair, and grief. 

The FBI Identification Division today stands as a monument 

to the coordinated efforts and mutual cooperation of local, State, 

and Federal law enforcement agencies across the country. Its 

stature as the world's foremost identification division is attributable 

to the support and participation of law enforcement on all levels. 

The division \vas established with a nucleus of 810,188 fingerprint 

cards representing 987 police agencies. Today, there are some 

13,700 contributors, and this repository contains more than 170 
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million sets of fingerprints representing nearly 78 million persons. 

One hundred twenty-five million of the total fingerprint cards are 

in the civil files of the division. 

The FBI receives over 23,000 fingerprint cards during an 

"average" working day. About 40 percent of these involve arrests 

for violations of law. The others are noncriminal and relate to a 

wide variety of civil matters. Each month approximately 1,600 

fugitives from justice are identified through fingerprint records, 

and. local authorities seeking these wanted men are notified of their 

whereabouts. This is an average of about 53 fugitives every 24 

hours. 

In 1940 the FBI Disaster Squad was organized. It is com­

prised of highly trained fingerprint experts. Upon request from 

appropriate authorities, the squad answers the urgent need for 

on-the-spot identification of victims of devastating storms, fires, plane 

crashes, and other major tragedies. In 38 disasters since January 1, 
1959, the squad has secured one or more fingerprints from 1,079 

adult victims. From this number, positive identifications were 

made by fingerprints of 871 persons, representing a percentage 

of 80.7. 

The FBI Identification Division is an inexhaustible reservoir of 

fingerprint records made possible through the willing and intelligent 

cooperation of police agencies and other organizations having an 

interest in the science of fingerprints. 

~.  
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moved to 'Washington, D.C.), the National Bu­
reau of Criminal Identification for the compila­
tion and exchange of criminal identification data. 
Still, there was a growing demand by police of­
ficials for one  cooperative system on a national 
scale available to all authorized law enforcement 
agencies. The result was the formation of the 
Identification Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in 1924. consolidating in ' Vashing­
ton, D.C., the fingerprint records of Leavenworth 
Penitentiary and the National Bureau of Criminal 
I dentification. 

History  of  Fingerprints 

Preceding the establishment of the I dentification 
Division files in 1924, the history of fingerprint 
identifica;tion shows that in 1858 Sir William 
J ames Herschel, British chief administrative 
officer for the Hooghly District, Bengal, I ndia, 
began the first known official use of fingerprints on 
a large scale. He required natives to add their 
fingerprints as well as their signatures to contracts. 

In 1880, Dr. Henry Faulds, of Tsukiji Hospital 
in Tokyo, Japan, had an article published dis­
cussing his observations of fingerprints and making 
suggestions as to the future possibilities of the 
fingerprint science. His ideas are generally used 
today, such as his recommendation as to the use 
of a thin film of printer's ink as a transfer medium. 
He also discussed the potentialities of identifica­
tion of criminals by their fhwerprints left at the 
scenes of crimes. 

Early  Records 

The first authenticated record of official use of 
fingerprints in the nited States was in 1882. Mr. 
Gilbert Thompson of the U.S. Geological Survey, 
while in charge of a field project in New Mexico, 

used his 0'''11 fingerprints on commissary orders 
to pl'e\'ent their forgery. It was also in the 1880's 
that ir Francis Galton, a noted British anthro­
pologist, began observations which led to the 
publication,in 1 92, of his book ent itled "Finger 
Print ." Galton's studies establ i hed the individ­
uality and permanence of fingerprints. He also 
made another important contribution by devis­
ing the first cientific method of classifying finger­
print. patterns. 

The year 1 !H marked the first installation of 
fingerprint files as an official means of criminal 
identification. The e files were originated by Juan 

Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

Vucetich, an Argentinian police official who based 
his system on the patterns typed by Sir Francis 
Galton. The Vucetich system is the basis of those 
systems presently used in most Spanish-speaking 
countries and a number of other countries as well. 

The official introduction of fingerprinting for 
criminal identification in England and ' Vales oc­
CUlTed in 1901. The system employed was also 
developed from Galton's observations and was 
devised by Sir Ed,yard Richard Henry, then 

inspector-general of police in Bengal and, later, 
commissioner of London s Metropolitan Police. 
Henry simplified fingerprint classification and 
made it applicable to police identification. It 
is the ba 'ic Henry System, with modifications and 
extensions, which is used by the FBI and through­
out the rnited State today. The New York State 
Prison system instituted the first practical, sys­
tematic use of fingerprints in the United States 
for the identification of criminals in 1903. 

FBI  Identification  Division 

During the 40-year interval of its existence, the 
Idf'ntification Division of the FBI has maintained 
pace with far-reaching advances in the science 
of fingerprint identification. The FBI has liber-
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ally drawn upon all branches of science and in-
geniously  adapted  many  salient  features  as  aids 

incident  to  fingerprint  identification.  The  role 
of  the  Identification  Division  as  a  cost­free serv-
ice  agency  is  unquestionably  a  factor  in  welding 
local,  State,  and  Federal  law  enforcement  agen-
cies into a smoothly functioning, cooperative unit. 
The  success  of  its  campaign  to  enlist  the  assist-
ance of the Nation's law enforcement officers  may 
be seen  in  the magnitude of  the main files,  where 
receipts  are at  the  rate of 23,000  to  24,000  finger-

print  cards  daily.  The  number  of  contributing 
agencies exceeds 13,700. 

Importance  of  Fingerprints 

Why  are  fingerprints  important ~ The  indelible 
markings on  the fingers of human beings offer an 
infallible  means  of  personal  identification.  Fin-
gerprints  remain  immutable,  ineffaceable,  and 
fixed.  Their  indisputable  nature  has  resolved  a 
centuries­old quest  for a  positive method  of  iden-
tification.  Earlier  civilizations  had  resorted  to 
such  barbaric  means  as  maiming,  branding,  and 
tattooing. 

P hotography has merit as  an adjunct to  identi-
fication,  but  is  vulnerable  as  a  sole  source,  since 
personal  appearances change  and may  be  altered. 
Around  1870  the system  of  recording  the  dimen­

Front  entrance  of  the  FBI  Identification  Division. 

July  1964 

Assistant  Director  C.  Lester  Trotter  is  in  charge  of  the  FBI  

Identification  Division.  

sions  of  certain  bony  parts  of  the  body  was  de-
vised  by  the  French  anthropologist,  Alphonse 
Bertillon, and utilized for approximately 30 years. 
The  system  was  discarded  following  a  highly 
publicized  incident of mistaken  identity,  the  case 

of "Will West." 

The  Will  West  Case 

In 1903  when Will West was  received at Leaven-
worth Penitentiary, he denied previous imprison-
ment there, but the record clerk used the Bertillon 
instruments on him nevertheless.  When the clerk 
referred to the formula derived from West's meas-
urements,  he located  the file  of one "William West 
whose  measurements  were  practically  identical 
and whose photograph appeared to be that of the 
new prisoner.  A  closer review of William West's 
record showed that he \,as in the same penitentia;­y 
serving a  life sentence for murder.  Subsequently, 
the  fingerprints  of Will vVest  and William West 
were impressed and compared.  The patterns bore 
no  resemblance. 

In the wake of the "vVill West" case, other meth-
ods of identification fell by the wayside;  the value 
and  prestige  of  fingerprints  became  more  firmly 
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A new class of fingerprint clerks studies the techniques of 

fingerprint identification. 

entrenched. Sixty years later the superiority of 
fingerprints continues lUlchallenged. 

No two impressions of the millions of finger­
print records examined by FBI experts have ever 
been found exactly alike in all detail, unless they 
both were made by the same finger. Efforts of con­
firmed criminals to confound documented evidence 
in the files by self-inflicted mutilation of pattern 
detail have proved futile. Fingerprints subse­
quently submitted and subjected to comparison 
posed no problem in the determination of owner­
ship. 

FBI  Classification  System 

The FBI utilizes a classification system patterned 
after the system devised by Sir Edward Henry. 
Henry divided fingerprint patterns into eight 
basic types. The 10 fingers are considered as a 
unit to obtain the classification. By translating 

patterns in all fingers into numerical and lettered 
symbols, a feasible formula is derived. Modifica­
tion, innovation, and expansion in the equation 
have ensued, as FBI technicians sought to accom­
modate the tremendous influx of fingerprints. 

A files system susceptible to multiple expansion 
seO'regates prints into groups and smaller subdi­
visions, on the basis of similar pattern character­
istics in corresponding fingers. As a result, a tech­
nician can locate a record within a few minutes by 
examining a limited nnmber of the millions of 
individual cards on file. 

Two basic file are maintained by the FBI. 
The e are the single fingerprint file and the file in 
which all 10 fingers are impl'e sed on the card. 

The single fingerprint file consists of the finger 
impressions of a selected group of notorious crimi­
nals. Each fingerprint is considered as a unit 
without reference to the other nine fingers. 

The main files of the Identification Division are 
the "10-finger" files. They are labeled criminal or 

civil according to content. 
Prints filed in the criminal files represent indi­

viduals charged or convicted of criminal activities. 
The civil identification files contain impressions 
transmitted by widely diversified sources, but hav­
ing in common a singularity of purpose-perma­
nent recording of fingerprints for personal identi­
fication only. 

The most active identification files in the FBI 
are the criminal files, although they represent 
less than 26 percent of the total of the "10-finger" 
files. They apprise the police officer of prior ar­
rests; guide the judiciary in imposing sentence; 
aid probation or parole authorities; and assist in 
locating fugitives. 

Receiving  and  Recording 

Thousands of fingerprint cards showing arrests 
are received in the Identification Division of the 
FBI every working day from law enforcement 
agencies throughout the country. The procedure 

in handling them must be both accurate and expe- e 
ditious. Data furnished to the contributor must 
be absolutely correct and transmitted promptly if 
it is to be of maximum value. 

A dated control record of each incoming print 
is made to insure against delay before it is started 
on its journey through the constantly moving "as-

Employees of the Recording Section sort the huge volume of 

fingerprint cards received daily. 
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This is a view of the highly efficient card indexing system in the Identificat ion Division. 

sembly line" processes of the Identification Divi­
sion. The date stamp on the back of each print 
and a distinctive colored tag affixed to those prints 
to be given preferential attention indicate the 
relative priority each should be given by the em­

ployees who handle it in the various units of the 

Identification Division. 

Preliminary  Classification 

When the fingerprint has been recorded, a finger­
print technician places a limited preliminary clas­
sification on the card. This initial classification 
serves a dual purpose. It affords sufficient formula 
for routing the print to the appropriate section 
of the files and will be elaborated and extended by 
a technician where the actual fulgerprint search 
is conducted. It also aids in the search in the name 
files. 

July  1964 

In order to expedite location of any previous 
record under the same name as that appea,ring on 
the current print, the name is first searched in the 
alphabetical card index files. Electrically op­
el'ated file cabinets contain the cards. The name 
and aliases listed for each person for whom a r ec­
ord is on file appear on separate 3 by 5 index cards, 
together with certain descriptive data. The cards 
also show the full fingerprint classification and a 
record of every fingerprint card previously re­
ceived on that individual. Any cards which ap­
pear to refer to possibly identical fingerprint 
records are attached to the incoming print to fa­
cilitate the location of such records. Where an 
attached index card bears an FBI number, or where 
the contributing agency has indicated an FBI num­
ber on the current print, the fingerprint card is 
routed from the Card Index Section directly to 
the Assembly Section. 
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Fingerprint records are reproduced in Fingerpri nt Correspondence 

Section for dissemination to contributing agencies . 

Prints which show no contributor-placed FBI 
number and those on which no record is located 
by Card Index Section's name search are routed to 
the Technical Section. The fingerprint technician 
then refers to those prints in file indicated by any 
index cards attached to the incoming fingerprint 
card by the Card Index Section as possibly 
identical with the current print. The technician 
determines by visual comparison under his magni­
fying glass " 'hether one of those on record is actu­
ally identical with the current print. If so, the 
search is ended. If none of the attached index 
cards refer to a print identical with the incom­
ing, 01' if the current fingerprint card is one on 
which no name card was located, the technician 
conducts a technical fingerprint search dependent 
ent.irely upon ridge details. He completes the 
preliminary cIa sification placed on the print at the 
tart of its journey through the diyi ion. He then 

goes to that ection of the file containing prints 
with similar patterns as shown by their classifica­
tions. The technician visually compares the in­
('oming print with all prints in file bearing similar 
classifications within a margin allowed for possible 
differences in pattern interpretation. Detailed ex­
amination under a maO'nifier is necessary because 
two prints may bear exactly the same classification 
without being identical. If the technician finds an 
identical print, either with the aid of an index 
card or by technical search, he pencils an identifica­
tion symbol on the incoming print. If he finds 
none, the incoming set is marked "non-ident." 
"Idents" are forwarded to the Assembly Section. 
"Non-idents" are sent to the Fingerprint Corre­
spondence Section. 

The jackets or case histories of individuals on 
whom more than one arrest fingerprint hits been 
submitted are contained in the files of the Assem­
bly Section. These jackets are assigned FBI num­
bers and are filed in sequence according to those 
numbers. Current identifications are verified with 
fingerprints in the jacket, and the complete record 
is assembled and checked before being sent to the 
Fingerprint Correspondence Section for reply. 

Fingerprint  Correspondence  Section 

This section prepares the replies to the law en­
forcem ent agencies which have submitted the 
current fingerprint cards. If no identification is 
made, a form reply to this effect is sent to the 
contributor. If a previous record has been lo­
cated, it is listed in detail and forwarded to the 
contributor and other interested agencies. The 
Fingerprint Correspondence Section also makes 
index cards for all known names of the subject 
represented. As additional prints are received on 
the individuals, entries are made on these cards in 
abbre"iat ed form to indicate contents of the finger­
print file. rpon completion, the fingerprint and 
index cards are sent to the appropriate sections 
where they are filed for future reference. 

Posting  Section 

To assi st. in locating fugitiye from justice, the 
Identification Division places "stop notices" 
against the records of criminals whose appre­
hensions are ought by municipal, county, State 
or Federal authorities. Information received 
concerning the whereabouts of uch fugitives is 
immediately dispatched to the interested agencies. 
Through this procedure, an average of more than 
1,600 fugitives are identified each month by FBI 
fingerprint technicians. 

' Vhen notice is received from an authorized 
law enforcement agency that an individual with 
fingerprints on file is wanted, the fingerprint card 
and index card are flagged with man red metal 
tabs. The ma tel' print is also stamped "' Vanted 
card in jacket." The details concerning the 
wanted notice are then posteel on a wanted notice 
card whi('h is filed in the fugitiye's fingerprint 
record. hould the wanted subject be finger­
printed at any future date ancI his prints searched 
against FBI fi les, his wanted status will be dis­
closed. The reel tab is a iO'nal for immediate 

(Continued on page 25) 
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HOW  TO  SPOT  

Thieves Along the Highway  

STEPHEN  F.  LAGOMARSINO 
Lieutenant,  New  Mewico  State  Police 

Are stolen motor vehicles and  auto  thieves becoming as «Ameri-

can"  as  apple  pie  and  baseball?  O ver  356,000  cars  were  re-

ported  stolen  in  1962. During  1963 there  was  an  estimated 

11­percent increase in auto theft.  In this article an experienced 

police  officer  highlights  some  of  the  clues  which  help  identify 

stolen  automobiles  and car thieves on  the  open  highways. 

ACCORDING TO J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, "There's an 
automobile stolen approximately every 90 seconds 
of every day throughout the year." 

During the year 1962 unrecovered automobiles 
represented a nation"wide property loss of about 
$30 million. Over the past 10 years the total esti­
mated loss in unrecovered motor vehicles was about 
$190 million. 

The spotting and recovery of stolen automobiles 
and the notification of owners of their condition 

and location are some of the responsibilities most 
law enforcement officers face during their daily 
tour of duty. In effecting the recovery of a stolen 
car, an officer not only relieves the anxiety of its 
O'Yller, but may also have the opportunity to iden­
tify and apprehend the thief with the hope that 
the action wiUlessen the theft of cars in the futurp. 

The car thief is so often associated with other 
crimes, particularly thefts, robberies, and burgla­
ries, that to get him out of his stolen car and off 
the higlnyay is not only a saving of money, but 
may also be the saving of a life and the protection 
of property of law-abiding citizens. Automobile 
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thefts represent personal loss and inconvenience to 
owners and monetary loss to insurance companies. 
They also affect every other car owner in the mat­
ter of higher automobile insurance rates. 

Spotting a stolen car that has been previously 
identified over the radio by license number is rela­
tively easy for the officer. Observing the cars as 
they go by-with frequent study of the "hot 
sheet"-helps to locate the stolen ones. It is with 
the suspect cars traveling the highways that the 
officer can do his most effective work and increase 
the number of stolen cars he recovers. 

Informant  Program 

One of the most effective programs known to law 
enforcement in suppressing car thefts is the de­
velopment of good, reliable informants in the areas 
where the car thief shows his colors, makes his 
moves, and arouses suspicion. There are many 
different kinds of informants, and most are anx­

ious to help; however only a few really take the 

initiative. 

Each service station operator on the highway 
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immediately calls the officer "when the purchaser 
of gas drives off without paying his bill, but will 
he call when he notices the license plate wired on, 
the vent windo,Y broken, the trunk lid obviously 
forced, the lack of keys in the ignition, or when 
he is offered in trade the jack or spare tire for 
gas ~ These are the types of informants that the 
officer must develop. They are developed through 
contact with local service stations, garages, 
restaurants, wrecking yards, and similar places. 
The officer should get to know these people and 
gain their trust. They should be urged to call 
when they are suspicious of a vehicle and its 
driver. They should be encouraged to call the 
police regardless of the offense or suspicion. 
Once their confidence has been developed, their 
calls should always be answered regardless of how 
minor the details might seem at the time. One 
thing is certain, many dry-runs will have to be 
answered before one pays off. 

Spotting  the  Stolen  Car 

Auto theft is a young man's crime. In 1962, 87 
percent of the individuals arrested for this crime 
were under the age of 25, and 62 percent were 
under th~ age of 18. Throughout the Nation 
there were almost 30,000 arrests of young people 
15 years of age or younger for auto theft. While 
the officer is on patrol, he hould be especially 
observant of the young man in the late-model 
car or the young driver in transit with out-of­
State plates on the vehicle he is driying. 

To detect possible clues, the officer should select 
a good stationary location on the highway where 
he can observe traffic without difficulty. Parking 
too far from the main traveled road limits the 
officer's observation. 'While on moving patrol, he 
should be aware of any unusual maneuvers of a 
suspected stolen vehicle. 

Not long ago while tailing a California licensed 
vehicle, an officer observed that the cal' was oc­
cupied by three men who were dirty and un­
shaven and who appeared to be in transit across 
New Mexico. On closer observation it became 
apparent that one of the trio was watching the 
movement of the patrol car with more than pass­
ing interest. A short distance down the highway, 
the car turned off on a road seldom used by in­
transit traffic, although it was a State road. The 
police officer thought this unusual, ina much as 
the occupants did not appear to be typical sight­
seers. Rather than follow them, he decided to 

Lt. Lagomarsino. 

keep on the main highway. After proceeding 
for about a mile, he parked the police car in a 
position to get a clear view of passing traffic. e 
I n a few minutes, the carin question came by 
traveling in the same direction as before. The 
officer pulled the vehicle over, and, after investi­
gating the occupants, he found they were wanted 
by California authorities for robbery, forgery, 
and burglary. One of the suspects admitted that 
they had hoped to give the officer the impression 
they were merely on a sightseeing tour. 

The  License  Plate 

As of 1963, 16 States required only one license 
plate be di played; all others required two plates 
be displayed. Twenty-two States required that 
the plates remain with the vehicle when it ,vas 
traded or sold; in all others the plates stayed 
with the owner or were returned to the State. In 
some States, no proof of ownership was required. 
Forty-six States required some sort of ownership 
paper be carried in the vehicle or on the owner's 
person. There are a few nontitle States. 

'''hen a car is suspected of beinO' stolen and is 
licensed in a. State ,,,here the license stays with 
the vehicle, close attention should be paid to the 
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holes in the plate normally used to affix the license 
to the vehicle. If the plate shows that it has been 
attached to other holes, in addition to the ones 

being used at the time of observation, there is a 
strong possibility that this license has been at­
tached to some other vehicle. This is easily de­
tected in a distinct marking around the holes 
previously used. In States that require the license 
to remain with the original owner, this is not too 
important, because the owner who has several 
cars throughout the year will have attached and 
detached his plate several times. 

It is always good practice to check all cars on 
which the license plate appears to have been dis­
turbed. The officer should be especially aware of 
late-model vehicles when the license plates are 
attached with wire or material other than 
the normal bolt. In many cases, the suspect has 
stolen a license plate and attached it to the stolen 
vehicle by means of a piece of wire. Special note 
should be made as to the location of the plate on 
the suspected vehicle. In haste, the suspect may 
attach the plate to the grill of the yehicle or other 
locations not commonly used by the average car 
owner. This is an outstanding clue on new cars, 
since it would be unlikely for the dealer to attach 
the plate to any place on the vehicle other thane the one designated. 

Wind  Vent  and  Trunk  Lock 

A broken wind vent may be a clue in determining 
,,-hether a vehicle is stolen, as the thief frequently 
uses this means of entry into a locked yehicle. 
The glass is generally broken near the lock release 
button and the hole is often plugged ',ith cloth or 
cardboard. 

After theft, in cases where the keys are not 
available to the suspect, the only means of entry 
to other areas of the vehicle is by force. Close 
note of the trunk lock should be made. This is 
especially true with new cars. The punched-out 
trunk lock may lead to the arrest of a car thief 
and the recovery of the car. 

Keys  and  Accessories 

In the case of new vehicles, officers should note 
whether the driver has in his possession the fac­
tory-made keys. These are easily identified from 
the numbers stamped on the upper part of the key. 
The dri,-er's unfamiliarity with certain keys when 
asked to open varions compartments of the vehicle 
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may be the only tip the officer will have in suspect­
ing the person of driving a stolen automobile. In 

some cases the officer "ill find that the keys do not 

fit the locks at all. 
In the inspection of a new model vehicle, it is 

most unusual to find it lacking the radio or spare 
tire. These two items normally are the first to be 
sold by the financially hard-pressed auto thief. 

Dealer's  Nameplate 

Not often is the dealer's nameplate a factor, but 
it certainly should not be overlooked. It has been 
my experience on three different occasions to find 
that the suspect removed the dealer's nameplate 
from the trunk lid to disguise the stolen automo­
bile. This was done on two occasions by removing 
the nameplate completely, leaving nothing but 
noticeable holes in the lid. In the third case, the 
suspect used a can of spray paint and covered the 
nameplate, blending it in with the body of the 
vehicle. In regard to new vehicles, this name­
plate should, in most cases, indicate the town or 
city of the dealership. Generally, this location 
will not conflict with the State license plate. 

When stopping a suspected vehicle, the officer 
should make certain the driver turns the engine off 
and hands over the keys. Surrender of the keys 
prevents the suspect from taking off or using the 
vehicle as a weapon against the police officer. By 

Chief Kenneth K. Miller, New Mexico State Police. 

11 



having the driver turn the engine off and sur­
render the keys, the officer can tell whether or not 
the vehicle is hot-wired. 

Recently, a State police officer asked the driver 
of a late-model car to hand him the keys. ' Vhen 
the switch was turned to the "Off" position and 
the keys released to the officer, the motor was still 
running. Investigation disclosed a hot-wire-plus 
a stolen vehicle! The suspect. "'as using a set of 
keys in the switch as a decoy. None of the keys 
was connected with the car in any way. 

Gas  Service  Record 

The gas service record, usually located on the door 
casing, ,,·ill sometimes lead the officer to the origin 
of the theft if he does not know where the car was 
stolen. Most of these tabs bear the name of the 
city where the gas station is located and the service 
was performed. This can be used to question the 
suspect. as to when and where he had the cal' last 
lubricated, how many miles ago, 01' approximate 
date, if he insists the vehicle is his. 

Questioning  the  Suspect 

The initial que tioning of the suspect usually con­
c'ems his driver's license and is directed primarily 
to,,'ard his true identity. Items "'hich give some 
,'erification of the information on the driver's 
license are his social security and selective service 
cards for those in the appropriate age group. 
.\.ny gasoline credit cards should be examined, as 
more and more stolen credit cards are being used 
by thieves. They are usually accepted for service 
tation purchases, as well as for identification. 

Examination of evidence of ownership of the 
cal' usually comes next, along with verification of 
the owner's name and vehicle identification num­
ber. Thi provides the opportunity to examine 
the "ehicle identification number plate on the 
doorpo t or the stamped number on the block 01' 

frame. Notice should be taken of possible era ures 
on any of the papers, disturbances of the "ehicle 
identification number plate on the po t, e,'idence 
of O'rinding on the block and frame, 01' irregularly 

stamped numbers. Here, the officer must be well 

informed and knowledgeable of the identifying 

numbers, and he must be familial' with the loca­

tions of stamped-in numbers or attached plates. 

A complete identification number tells many 

things, and the officer should know whether all 

information applies to this cal'. ymbol in the 
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number designate various things on different 
makes of cars. For instance, on a 1959 Ford the 
first symbol designates engine type; the second, 
model year; the third, assembly plant; and the 
fourth, body style. The last, a sequential produc­
tion number for each assembly plant, usually has 
six numbers. The entire number is protected by 
inclusive asterisks. 

During the interrogation, the officer seeks all 
information that a legitimate driver can reason­
ably verify as opposed to the non verification by a 
thief. 'While the officer is questioning the suspect, 
he looks for loose, hanging wires in the switch 
area, lack of a switch, or missing accessories, par­
ticularly the radio. Any noticeable missing item 
furnishes facts for further questioning. 

Questions should be asked relating to mileage 
on the vehicle, when the car was last lubricated, 
where the service was done. On questioning a 
drivel' at night on the highway, the officer might 
ask him the year, make, and color of the yehicle. 
It is surprising to discover that a percentage of 
thieves arrested in stolen cars can tell neither the 
year, model, nor the color of the caT. This is 
quite common when the thief is apprehended 
wit.hin a short time after the. theft. 

Examining  the  Car 

During the examination of the front of the car, 
the officer looks for outdated inspection stickers 
"'here applicable, as ,yell as for a front license 
plate issued in those tates requirinO' two, and its 
current yalidation. Examination of the rear of 
the car will show whether the license plate is cur­
rent and if it is attached in such a manner as to 
indicate it, belongs to this cal' or another. The 
dri,'er should be requested to open the trunk, 
which will verify whether or not he has a key to 
it and whether or not he is acquainted with that 
key. Examination of the trunk lid before it is 
opened will show whether or not a forcible attempt 
has been made on it. .An examination of the in­
side of the trunk will reveal whether or not there 
is a spare tire, or tools, 01' ,,'hether there i indica­
tion of contraband therein. 

During the interview ,,-ith the driver, the officer 
will observe the entire interior of the car and its 
contents. If there is indication that the back of 
the real' seat has been pulled forward, this may 
have been the way the thief got into the trunk. 
The condit ion of t he floor and the contents thereon 
may be the subject for questioning. _ 
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Some points to look for when auto theft is suspected . 

.. 
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Recently, an officer was questioning a driver 
and conducting the usual examination of the caT. 
The officer noted a great deal of blood in the trunk 
of the vehicle and a portion of bone. The officer 
also noted spatterings of blood on the inside of 
the vehicle. The subject admitted the car was not 
his and claimed it. belonged to a friend at a mili­
tary base in eastern New Mexico. Subsequent 
investigation established thaL the bone was part of 
a human skull. This officer not only spotted a 
stolen vehicle but also uncovered a murder and 
apprehended the slayer. 

The  Parked  Car 

The patrol officer should always be suspicious of 
vehicles parked along the highways at odd hours 
of the night or early morning. This includes 
secluded spots off the highway proper. Often 
the thief will choose to stop for rest, far outside 
the confines of the city where he is not apt to be 
questioned. It also is known that many car 
thieves will not have the price of motel or hotel 
accommodations. In questioning these people, it 
is sur'prising to find that many have pent the 
nights sleeping in the cars, on the road, without 
beinO' approached or questioned by police. An 
early morning hour is the best time for this type 
of observation and checking. 

The  Abandoned  Car 

Cars without drivers should always be checked. 
The e are the abandoned cars along the highway. 
Here, the officer does not have the adnllltage of 
the inteniew during inve tigation, but he does 
have the adnmtage of having the cal' all to him­
sel:f for a thorough examinat ion. The license 
plate may not belonO' to the car, which adds to 
the difficulty of identifying the owner. The 
make, model, and motor number of all sllch cal' 
mu L be obtained for identification. If the nun'­
bel' is stamped, it should he examined dosel)' for 
alteration and compared with known data to see 
whether it fits this particular make and model. 
The vehicle identifieation numher, too, should be 
clo ely scrutinized and eompared wit h known 
data. • lipping the fingel'l1ail under the plate anel 
prying a, little may help to determine "'hether 
or noL it was placed there at the time of manu­
facture. 

The cal' should be processed thoroughly for 
fingerprints, particularly behind the real' "iew 

Lt. Lagomarsino interrogates a suspect .driver. 

mirror, on the dash, and around the rear of an 
attached license plate. There are few persons 
who get. into a strange car and do not adjust the 
rear view mirror. The car should be thoroughly 

searched for items that gi\'e information as t? i~s a 
origin and the identity of its owner. Mall IS " 

often found under the seat. Maps, newspapers, 
books of matches, and similar articles may tell the 
story of the thief's travels and contain his finger­
prints. , Vhen a recently abandoned car is lo­
cated, a radio me sage ahead for hitchhikers may 
catch the thieves before they get a way. ~ \.. nd "ice 
versa, hitchhikers along the highway and the later 
locating of an abandoned car may provide an op­
portunity to catch the thieves before they leave 

the area. 
The abandoned car is not ahnlYs found on the 

hiO'hway. Often it is towed to the nearest O'araO'e 
or left at the nearest cafe almost out of gas. 

The most essential items in the recovery of stolen 
vehicles are: 

1. Increa"ed motorist contact. 
2. Knowing what to look for in relation to the vehicle. 

3. Propel' interrogation of the drivel' and occupants. 

Increased  Motorist  Contacts 

Not only is this essential in the apprehension of 
the car thief, but it work hand in hand with a 
O'ood traffic enforcement proO'ram. fany ea es 
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have been solved and criminals apprehended 
merely because the suspect violated some minor 
traffic regulation and, unfortunately for him, was 

observed by an ambitious, alert police officer. 

VVhat To Look for 

The police officer should always be on the alert for 
that one little unsuspecting item that might lead 
him to believe the car is stolen, such as the missing 
radio or spare tire, the missing serial plate, and 
other items mentioned previou ly. A little bit of 
craftiness on the officer's part can turn the case in 

his favor, whereas not knowing "hat to look for 
may allow a criminal to continue on his way un-
detected. 

VVhat  To  Ask 

The initial questions addressed to the driver should 
concern identity and ownership.  The observations 
made  during  this  questioning  furnish  additional 
material for further questions.  In questioning the 

occupant of a  vehicle,  it is  suggested  that this be 
done individually and not in a group. 

Spotting the stolen car is  the work of the officer. 
To  be  effective  he  must  stop  cars.  Roadblocks, 
driver's license checks, violations, and public rela-e tions or suspicion  stops are the excuses  the officer 
has.  Hard work and long hours payoff. 

It has often been  said  that certain officers  seem 
to  locate  more  stolen  vehiclcs  or  uncover  more 
crimes  than  others.  They  are  usually  labeled  as 
being  just  plain  "lucky."  It appears  more  ap-
propriate to  say  that the officers  recovering more 
stolen  vehicles  or  uncovering  more  crimes  associ-

ated with motor vehicles are the ones who are more 

ambitious, more alert, have greater knowledge and 

enthusiasm about their jobs, and are dedicated law 

enforcement officers.  They are the officers who re-

turn more stolen cars to their riahtful owners and 

put the car thieves in the penitentiary. 

ENGINE  SVVITCH 

,\ n enterprising  individual,  shortly  after  having 

purchased  an  old  rundO\yn  compact car,  rented  a 

1963  model  car  of  identical  make  from  a  rcnt­a-

car  agency.  He  then  switched  the  engines  and 

returned  the  altered  car  to  the  renting  agency. 
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"Tourist" Burglars Take to the  

Highways  

One of four individuals arrested for participating 
in numerous  burglaries  advised  law  enforcement 
officials  of  their  method  of  operation. 

The  four  men  traveled  together  in  a  station 
wagon  equipped  with  a  rack on  the top.  In the 
rack  were  kept  empty  suit.cases  and  cardboard 
boxes covered with a  tarpaulin to give the impres-
sion  they  were  tourists.  They  also  carried  suit-
cases,  boxes,  and  items  of  clothing  in  the  back 
end  of  the  station  wagon  to  add  to  the  illusion. 
Their  forays,  usually  at night,  were  made  at  lo-
cations  near  major  highways  where  they  could 
be absorbed into the traffic with bona fide  tourists. 

The  burglary  equipment­some of  which  were 
power  tools­was  hidden  in  the  boxes  and  suit-
cases.  After  a  burglary,  the  aroup  would  drive 

a  short distance  from  the scene of the crime, pull 
the  station  wagon  over  to  a  side  road,  and park 

there  to  fringe  sleep  until  morning  if necessary. 

If questioned  by  police,  they  would  reply  that 

they  were  motoring  through  the  area and  dispel 

any  suspicion  of  their  connection  with  the  bur-

glary.  ' Vhen  morning  came,  they  would  drive 

back  onto  the  main  highway  and  get  lost  in  the 

heavy  rush­hour traffic. 

KANS.4S CiTy c.,P-,""D';L I DAT£.l) 1- ;)'t-(.,t{ 

~L>t=\ #~3,...1..1J..~""'~3 

TURNPIKE  THUGGERY 

A  young  college  coed  was  beaten  and  robbed  on 

an eastern turnpike recently by an unknown man. 

The young  ,,,oman  was alone  in her car when an-

other automobile pulled alongside,  and the driver 

motioned  to  her indicating something was  ,,,rong 

with  her  car.  Believing  that  the  motorist  was 

trying  to help her, she stopped, got out, and bent 

over  to  look  under  her  car,  whereupon  the  man 

hit her over the head and £led  with her purse. 

BCl(;;\'Of\)  ~'N\.DI:L, bAT~D I/'J '8"r(,~ 

£H~F,/ #63 ­'I'<lC::  ­ .5. 
NO  INTERFERENCE,  PLEASE 

The New York City Council recently passed a law  

gi ving  their  fire  department. officials  the  right  to  

hand  onto summonses  to  anyone  int.erfering  with  

firemen in the performance of their duties.  

I'J(~) Yo~K C­1?IM.Df"L,  D~T€"j) 11ft / hi 
~v \ f :;if 63 .- i/:2?6 ­31, 



Bulletin e, 

Is the Car Thief  

Using You?  

J. EDGAR  HOOVER 
Direotor,  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

This  report  on  car  thieves by Director Hoover  appeared in  the 

January­February  1964 issue  of The Ford  Dealer Magazine,  a 

publication  circulated  to  some  6,400  Ford  dealers.  Because  of 

the  widespread  interest  indicated  by  law  enforcement  agencies 

and  insurance  companies,  it  is  being  reprinted  in  the  Bulletin. 

FBI  expert  carefully  examines  a  die  used  in  changing  identification  numbers.  
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"Now HERE I S A REAL 'CREAM PUFF,' " the auction­
eer chanted as a clean, current-year automobile 
was rolled under the lights at a car auction in a 

Northern State. 
The typical July heat was intensified by the 

bright floodlights bathing the car and reflecting 
off its polished surface. The bidding also was 
quite heated among the shirt-sleeved used car deal­
ers. But it halted promptly when one of them 
opened the car door. A tiny piece of metal clinked 
to the floor. The vehicle identification plate, 
which was supposed to be welded to the left front 
door hinge pillar post, had come loose. 

A  quick  look revealed  this  particulw' plate had 

been  glued  instead  of welded  to  the  post,  a good 
indication  to  the  assembled  car  dealers  that  this 

car might be even "hotter" than the combined tem­
perature of the glmvlng ~ghts and July weather. 

The inability of the glue to hold up under heat 
saved some car dealer from the embarrassment 

and possible financial loss of purchasing a stolen 
car. It also led the FBI to another major car~ 
theft ring. 

"Hot"  Car 

The "hot" car was traced to a used car dealer in 
another State. A check of the yehicles in his pos­
session disclosed two others which had improper 
identification plates glued in place. All three of 
these cars had been obtained by the dealer from the 
same source--an auto sales firm in a large Eastern 
city. Further checking revealed the dealer al­" 
ready had sold several other automobiles from this 
source. 

FBI Agents discovered that the firm actually 
was a front for a dealer in wrecked cars. Inves­
tigation of the activities of this firm led to the 
recovery of 60 stolen automobiles in '7 States. 
Over 40 of these cars had been transported inter­
state, a violation of a Federal law which is under 
the investigative jurisdiction of the FBI. 

The procedure followed by this gang was a fairly 
common one among professional car thieves. It 

is generally referred to as the "salvage racket." 
There are variations of this scheme, but ba­

sically it is worked as follows: 
A badly wrecked vehicle is obtained by a mem­

ber of the gang. With it, he gets registration 
and/or title documents for the wrecked car. The 
vehicle identification plate--also referred to as 
serial plate-is removed, and the men who actually 
steal cars for the group are told to locate and steal 
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The paraphernalia pictured was taken from an eastern car thief. 

It includes a dealer's license plate, three sets of master keys, a 

special knife for cutting off identification plates, and stolen vehicle 

registration blanks-all tools of the car thief. 

a vehicle of the same make and model as the de­

molished automobile. 
The identification plate of the stolen car then is 

removed and replaced by the one from the wrecked 
auto. If necessary, other alterations, such as re­
painting, are made. Often the registration or 

title documents taken from the wrecked car are 
changed to comply with the stolen vehicle. The 
"new" car then is ready for sale through an auto­
mobile auction to a used car dealer, or to a private 
individual. 

Dealers  Were  Careless 

In the case just outlined, three used car dealers 
were victimized by the gang. Investigation indi­
cated they were not involved in the operation but 

were so careless in their activities that they were 
easily duped into buying the stolen cars. Eleven 
persons were convicted as a result of the FBI 
investigation of this particular gang. 

There are approximately 80 million motor ve­
hicles in America today. They are a tremendous 
temptation to the professional car thief or to any­
one else inclined toward dishonesty. This temp­
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Identification plate of  a w recked ca r Is often removed and placed 

on a stolen vehicle. 

tation is greatly increased by the obvious ease of 
stealing an automobile and the almost equal ease 
of selling it, or any of its parts, for profit. 

The facility with which an automobile thief can 
operate is attributable, in great measure, to the 
seeming total lack of concern many owners have 
for the safety of so valuable a piece of property. 
Selling stolen vehicles is simplified by inadequate 
laws in some States and lack of knowledge of laws 
and vehicle identification methods and/or careless-
ness on the part of potential buyers. 

Car  Thefts  Up  63  Percent 

The  magnitude  of  the  automobile  theft  problem 
can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  approximately 
356,000  cars,  valued  at  about  $308  million,  were 
stolen  during  1962.  This  was  an  increase  of  9 
percent over 1961.  The problem  is  continuing  to 
grow  with  a  15­percent  rise  in  the  first  9 months 
of 1963 over the same period in 1962. 

Automobile  thefts  increa8ed  four  time8  faste?' 

than  population  in  the  United State8  during  the 

10 years  p?'eceding 1968.  While automobile regis-
trations  went  up  42  percent  in  the  same  period, 
car thefts  jumped 63  percent. 

Law enforcement agencies have an excellent rec-
ord with respect to the recovery of stolen vehicles. 
Nationally  sliO'htly  more  than  90  percent  of  all 

, I:>  I .
stolen autos are recovered.  Even so,  there stil  IS 

a  considerable  financial  loss.  Automobiles  worth 
over $30 million ,,,ere not recovered in 1962.  Over 
the  last 10  years  the value of  unrecovered  stolen 
vehicles has  been  about $190  million. 

Financial  "Beating" 

But these  figures  represent  only  a  portion of the 
financial "beating" Americans are taking from car 
thieves.  Damage  to  stolen  cars  runs  into  the 
millions.  Increased  insurance  rates,  resulting 
from  the  many  thefts,  put  an  added  financial 
burden  on  all  automobile  owners. 

On  the  a1,erage,  the1'e  is  an  automobile  stolen 

almost  every  minute  of  every  day  throughout 

the year!  Most of them are stolen by young men-
62  percent of those arrested for auto theft in 1962 
were  under  age  18  and  another  25  percent  were 
under  25  years  of  age.  Almost  30,000  of  the 
arrests  for  auto  theft  in  1962  involved  children 
who had not yet reached  the age of 16.  This fact 
alone  attests  to  the  simplicity  of  stealing  a  car. 

The  professional  car  thief,  of  course,  does  not 
need  much  help  from  the owner, but he certainly 
does not overlook the "easy mark."  Entering and  e 
starting  a  locked  automobile  take  little  time  or 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  professional.  Often, 
howeyer, he does not have to expend even  this time 
and  effort,  due  to  careless  owners  leaving  their 
cars unlocked, many with  the keys inside. 

There  are  two  types  of  professional  car  theft 
rings operating in the United States today­those 
who  steal  to  strip  the vehicle  and  sell  it part by 
part  and  those  who  steal  to  sell  the  car  intact. 
The steal­to­strip gangs are becoming increasingly 
more  of  a  problem.  Some  of  them  operate on  a 
"strip­to­order"  basis.  But  these  crooks  are  a  ' 
minor  problem  when  compared  to  those  who  sell 
the  tolen vehicles intact.  At the present time the 
FBI is investigating about 65  car­theft gangs, and 
only a few involve stripping. 

Counterfeit  Certificates 

In addition to the "salvage racket" which was pre-
yiously outlined, there are two  other major meth-
ods  used  by  auto­theft  gangs.  A  gang  captured 
by  FBI Agents  in February  1959,  was  using  the 
method of stealing vehicle identification plates as 
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well as cars. This group also had available to it ex­
pertly counterfeited Manufacturer's Certificates 
of Ori<Yin and bills of sale or invoices which they 

b 

filled out to match the stolen automobiles. 

Destination of the cars stolen by this gang was 
Guatemala in Central America where a deal had 
been worked out, through a fictitious American 
firm, for an unsuspecting car dealer to buy them. 
Eighteen late-model cars of various makes had 
reached Guatemala before this gang's operation 
was discovered. The break in the case came when 
an alert customs officer in a port city became sus­
picious of expensively dressed men who had de­
livered fi,·e cars to a dock for shipment to Guate­
mala. He reported his suspicion and a trace was 
instituted on the automobiles, based on their iden­
tification numbers. Back came the puzzling re­
port that the vehicles were not stolen and were, in 
fact, still located in a distant Midwestern city. 

An inspection of the automobiles revealed that 
the identification plates 10ere attached with liquid 

8014e1', rather than being spot welded in accordance 
with factory specifications. FUl'ther inspection 
disclosed the true identification numbers which 
made possible an accurate trace. This revealed the 

five cars had been stolen in two Midwestern States. 

Each bore an identification plate which had been 

stolen from a similar car in the Midwestern city. 

While FBI Agents and local police maintained 

a watch on the stolen vehicles at the dock, others 

began a check of parking lots and garages in the 

city. This netted three other stolen cars which 

,,"ere traced to the same gang. In the meantime, 

FBI Agents had identified three gang members 

The Ford identiflcation plate in this photo has had the vehicle 

number and data strip cut out in preparation for altering the 

numbers. 
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After the numbers have been altered, the strip is replaced and 

paint is used to conceal the cut in the plate. 

and t raced them to a hotel. One was arrested 
when he went to the dock. The other two were 
taken into custody at the hotel. 

The third majo?' method used by car­theft gangs 

involves  the  actual  altering  of  the  identification 

numbe?'  on  the  vehicle  when  it  is  stolen.  Some 
follow the practice of cutting the number out of 
the identification plate and replacing it "ith a new 
number. Others have ground the number off the 
plate and stamped a new one in its place. Still 
others haye simply altered one or more of the digits 
in the number, such as changing a 3 to an 8. 
Documents concerning the automobile-titles and/ 
or re<Yistrations-also are altered or new ones

b 

forged. 

Keys  Make  It  Easy 

The key to a car thief's success is the key to another 
person's automobile. In far too many cases the 
owner "gives" the key to the thief by leaving it in 
the car or otherwise readily available. This is true 
of many automobile dealers. 

Following are some of the methods FBI Agents 
haye discoyered car thie,'es using to obtain keys 
to vehicles on new and used car lots: 

Having a duplicate made while unaccompanied on a 
"test ride." 

Securing the key code from the owner's manual left in 
the car or from the ignition switch, door, or glovt:: 
compartment locks. l\lany professional car thieves 
possess key code books and can have keys made once 
they learn the code number. 

By stealing or "borrowing" the keys either from the 
car or an unattended keyboard, often concealing the 

theft by leaving some other keys in place of the prop­
er ones. Where "borrowing" is involved, the thief 
generally has a duplicate made and returns the ori­
ginals before they are missed. 
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Here a suspect die and a portion of vehicle identification number 

are compared. 

Key security should be the first concern of all 
automobile owners whether they own one car or 
many, as in the case of dealers. 

Another important consideration for the dealer 
is lot security. Over 65 percent of vehicle thefts 
from car lots occur at night. A lighted, fence­
enclosed lot could greatly reduce this figure. 
Even a heavy chain, locked into place around the 
lot, would impede the night thief. Some dealers 
who do not have enclosed lots follow the practice 
of parking their cars in close order with the front 
row turned perpendicular. These front cars, 
which block all the others, then are locked. 

Even locked automobiles on an unlocked and 
unguarded lot at night are easy prey to the profes­
sional car thief, however. A number of car thieves 
possess so-called test or master keys which are ca­
pable of unlocking and starting about 95 percent 

of American-made automobiles. A complete set 

of these keys can be purchased for about $60. 

Lot security also should include certain precau­

tions during the day. Where possible, potential 

customers should be accompanied on test rides. 

Keys should not be left in vehicles on the lot. 

They should be under the control of some person 
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Here FBI camera records what agent sees through the lenses of 

the microscope. 

who can check them in and out and account for 
them at all times. Vehicles with ignition systems 
which can be started without keys when left in an 
unlocked position should be checked after each 
test drive to insure the switch is turned to the 
locked position. Where possible, a daily inventory 
of all cars on the lot should be made. There have 
been cases where automobiles have been stolen 
from dealers and not missed for days, even weeks. 

Employee  security  i~ the  third  matter  which 

should receive careful consideration of all automo­

bile dealers. A dishonest dealership employee is 

a valuable tool to the professional car thief. H e 

can supply keys to the dealer's cars, identification 

plates which can be used on stolen cars, and docu­

ments which can be used to facilitate the sale of 

stolen vehicles. 

Don't  Be  His  IICustomer" 

The automobile dealer probably is in more danger 

of being victimized by the professional car thief as 

a customer rather than as a supplier. Automobile 

auctions and used car lots are major outlets of car­

theft rings. 

FBI  Law  Enforcement  Bulletin 



Reasonable caution generally ,,,ill discourage 

their efforts to sell one of their "hot" cars. Usu­

ally, the gangs entrust the sale of their "products" 

to their sharpest operators-men "'ho know auto­
mobile values and sales techniques. 

The first lesson to learn is to never be lulled into 
thinking you can spot a "shady" character. For 
example, rarely "'ould any dealer class a man 
accompanied by his ,,·ife and children as "shady." 
Salesmen for car-theft rings often have used 
women and children to reduce suspicion. 

Every dealer naturally should know the laws of 
all States with respect to the legal transfer of 
ownership of an automobile-there are 10 States 
which do not have title laws. It most certainly 
would be to the advantage of all dealers to know 
t.he appearance of authentic titles, registration 
certificates, or bills of sale used in the various 

States, especially those States in the dealer's area. 
There have been cases reported to the F BI 
wherein very crude forgeries of titles were used to 
sell stolen vehicles. The dealer making the pur­
chase had no idea wha the genuine document 
should look like. 

Often simple questions put to the seller can 
have a most upsetting effect on him. Inquiries 

like, "' Vhere did you buy the cad" ... "Where 
have you had it senricecH" or "' Vhat is the mile­
age?" may take him by surprise, an indication 
that he is not the rightful owner. 

Be  Sure  To  Check 

A careful examination of the vehicle identification 
plate and the documents relating to the automo­
bile being offered for sale is the most important 
precaution to be taken. Every dealer should know 
the proper method by which identification plates 
are attached to the various automobiles. Any 
plate not attached to the car in accordance with 
factory specifications should be cause for grave 
suspicion. Altered numbers on the plate fre­
quently can be detected by misalignment of the 
di~it s . Coded data on the plate, which indicate 
such thin~s as body style and color, should be 
checked to see ,,·hether the car matches these 
specifications. 

Documents relating to the vehicle should re­
ceive careful scrutiny in an effort to detect any 
change of information. The vehicle number on 
the document naturally should be checked against 
the number actually on the automobile. 'Vhere 
bills of sale are involved in the transaction, the 
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dealer might look with suspicion on any such doc­

ument which has been notarized. Rarely are 

legitimate bills of sale notarized, but some car 
thieves have their fake bills of sale notarized in the 

hope of making them appear authentic. 

Duplicate keys instead of original keys for the 
automobile being offered for sale should be cause 
for an even more careful check of the vehicle. 
This also would be true for a used car with new 
tags on it in the middle of a registration year, 
or new tag bolts on old tags. A recent registra­
t ion of the vehicle also could be regarded as good 
reason for suspicion. A legitimate owner is not 
likely to re-register his automobile just before he 
offers it for sale. 

If  in  Doubt. 

Reasonable suspicion of any vehicle offered for 
sale should be resolved by a prompt report to the 
local law enforcement agency. Trained investiga­
tors can quickly determine whether a particular 
yehicle has been stolen and will know how to pro­
ceed if the law has been violated. If the vehicle 
has been transported interstate after being stolen, 
the nearest FBI office should be notified. 

Agent is shown making a test impression w ith a d ie ta ken f rom 

a suspect. 
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Early detection of the operations of professional 
car theft gangs is a vital ingredient in the drive 
to reduce automobile thefts. Alert dealers can 
provide this element. 

Response 

Following is a statement released by the Ford 
Mot'or Co. on May 6, 1964, concerning response to 
the foregoing article. 

Dearborn, Mich.-Law enforcement officials from 
throughout the country are praising an article recently 
published in The Ford Dealer Magazine on automobile 
thefts-a crime increasing four times faster than the 
population growth. 

Written by J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the article points out the scope 
of the car-theft problem and a number of the tricks used 
by professional car thieves who now are stealing cars at 
the rate of almost one thousand a day. The article points 
out that although 90 percent of all stolen cars are even-
tually  recovered,  last  year  cars  valued  at  more  than 
$30  million  were  not  recovered. 

Since  the publication of  the article, J. L.  Naylon,  editor 
of  The  Ford  Dealer  Magazine,  has  received  requests 
for  more  than  60,000  reprints  from  insurance  companies 

and  law  enforcement  agencies  throughout  the  country. 
The  Ford Dealer Magazine is  published  by  Ford Division 
and is circulated to 6,400 Ford dealers. 

HIGHWAY ROBBERY 

Some  highway  robbers  in  a  Southern  State  are 
using  a  bold  technique  in  approaching  their  vic-
tims.  A  truck  route  man  making  his  round  of 
deliveries  was  driving  along  a  Federal  highway 

when  the bandits, driving a red sedan and using a 

siren, forced him over to the side of the road.  The 

group threatened him with a  .45­c.:'tliber pistol and 

took some $700 in cash and checks. 

KNOKVILLE e.g/MASt­ J),4T€il  Ip,/fr
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" FILL 'ER UP" 

It is  known  that  some  criminals  in  the  commis-

sion  of  a  crime using  a  stolen  car on  which  they 

have "jumped"  the ignition will  always buy gaso-

line  immediately  after  stealing  the  car.  On  oc-

casion  when  the  ignition  has  been  "jumped,"  the 

fuel  gage  becomes  inoperative,  and  the  criminals 

do  not  want  to  take  a  chance  that  the  stolen  car 

may be low on gas. 

Truck Terminal Thefts Difficult  
to Trace  

Thieves operating around  truck terminals have a  
new  method  of disguising  the  time  and  place of  
their crimes.  They steal the waybills accompany-
ing the merchandise  they  take.  In this way,  the  
shipment  is  not missed  until  the consignee  at the  
destination point places a complaint that the mer- 
chandise has not been delivered.  This frequently  
results  in  the  theft  not  being  discovered  for  as  
long as a month after it occurs.  

If the  freight  has  passed  through  several  ter- 
minals,  it is  even  more  difficult  to  determine  just  
where  the  theft  occurred.  Usually,  it cannot  be  

determined  who  handled  the  shipment,  or  even  

if,  in fact,  it was unloaded  unless  there  is  a  way- 

bill as a record.  

The lapse of  time  between  theft  and discovery  

gives  the  thieves  ample  opportunity  to  dispose  

of the stolen merchandise.  

1LLE'Ue lAI\)~ t.RIM bE: l, J)1TE9  7/11~ 
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AUTOMOBILE SWINDLE LOSSES 

SUFFERED BY BANKS 

An  auto  swindling  scheme  has  been  successfully  e 
carried out in areas on  the eastern seaboard with 

a minimum of risk for the swindler. 

He  purchases  a  car  outright  for  full  payment  

and obtains a clear unencumbered title.  A  dupli- 

cate  title  is  then  solicited  on  the  false  premise  

that the original is  lost, and a  substantial loan  is  

obtained  from  a  bank  or  lending  institution  on  

this duplicate title.  

The car with the original title is sold out of the 

State free and clear.  One or two payments on the 

falsely  obtained  loan  are  made  and  then  discon-

tinued.  The bank or lending institution is unable 

to  locate  the  car  for  repossession  and suffers  the 

loss of the money.  ,i 
t\)E:WI\R{::: Co ~ "'t10t:'L  I 1)1\ T t LJ 1015;'6'2. 
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BLOOD DONATIONS 

In lieu  of paying a  fine  for parking meter viola-

tions, offenders  in an Eastern city will  have their  

fine  canceled  if  they  consent  to  give  a  pint  of  

blood  to  the Red Cross during its annual drive.  I 
n - Q. R I !VI n £  L. lJf\T£'0  {;Q  J 
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OTHER  TOPICS  

Hijacking Activities Come  

Under FBI Jurisdiction  

SINCE 1913 THE FBI HAS had jurisdiction over 
thefts of cargoes moving in interstate or foreign 
commerce. Theft and hijacking cases involving 
goods not moving in interstate shipment are 
handled by State and local police authorities. 

Briefly, violations of the theft from interstate 
shipment statutes which fall within the investi-
gative  jurisdiction of  the FBI are: 

1.  The  theft  or  embezzlement  of  any  goods  or  chattels  
which  are  moving  in  interstate  or  foreign  shipments  
as specified in the statute;  

2.  The  buying,  receiving,  or  possessing  of  such  goods,  

knowing  they have been stolen or embezzled;  
3.  Unlawfully  breaking  the  seal  or  lock  of,  or  entering  

with intent to commit larceny, any railroad car, motor- 

truck,  aircraft,  vessel,  or other vehicle  which  contains  
interstate or foreign shipments; and  

4.   The  embezzlement  of  moneys  of  any  firm  engaged  in  
interstate  or  foreign  commerce  as  a  common  carrier  

by employees or officers of that firm,  when such moneys  
arise,  accrue  from,  or  are  used  in  such  interstate  or  
foreign  commerce.  

Maximum  Penalty 

The  maximum  penalty  provided  for  violations 
of the  theft from  interstate shipment statute  is a 
$5,000  fine  or imprisonment for 10  years, or both. 

Hijackings  are  usually  accomplished  at  the 
point  of  a  gun  or  threat  of  force  and  violence. 
Most  hijackers  are  hardened  criminals,  ready  to 

resort  to  violence  if  necessary  to  obtain  their 

objective. 

Too,  they  are striking for  thousands of dollars 

and  must  have  merchandise  that is not bulky  in 

content, can be fenced easily, and will bring gener-

ous financial  returns.  Preferred cargoes are those 

containing liquor, cigarettes, electrical appliances, 

furs,  clothing, etc. 

Hijackers do not always know what their stolen 

cargoes  may contain. 
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One  hijacking  gang  held  up  a  tractor­trailer 
unit under the impression they were getting a load 
of piece goods­materials for  the manufacture of 
clothing which can be easily disposed of at a fairly 
good  price.  Instead,  they  found  the  trailer  ,con-
tained  $10,000  worth of  cookies.  Another  stolen 
cargo consisted  of 1,000  cases of cranberry sauce. 
Still  others  had  cargoes  of  golf  balls,  tennis 
balls, and toys. 

Unusual  Cargoes 

Within  48  hours  after  the  hijacking  of  another 
cargo,  a  truckload  of women's clothing valued at 
$300,000  was  recovered  by  FBI Agents.  In  ad-
dition  to  solving  the  crime,  recovering  the  loot, 
and  arresting  seven  men,  the  Agents  also  acted 
swiftly  to  release  a  portion of the loot  which  in-
cluded  wedding  dresses  for  several  brides  who 
were  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival  of  their 
gowns at exclusive shops in the city. 

A  number of years ago,  several  hoodlums  were 
being prosecuted  in  Federal court for  the hijack-
ing  of  a  truckload  of cigarettes.  The  hoodlums 
were unaware that motion pictures "'ere taken by 
Special Agents as they transferred the cargo from 
the  hijacked  truck  to  another  truck  parked  in  a 
garage  off  an  alley.  Among  those gleefully  an-
ticipating illicit profit, as he hoisted one large box 
after  another,  was  a  husky  hoodlum  who  stoutly 
asserted later at the trial that he could not possibly 
have participated in the crime because of a  severe 
hernia  which  prevented  his  lifting  anything  but 
the lightest objects. 

Caught completely by  surprise by  the introduc-
tion  of  the  motion  picture  evidence,  the  defense 
objected  strenuously  but  was  overruled,  and  the 
pictures  were  duly  projected  in  the  darkened 
courtroom.  When  the  reel  had been  run off,  and 
the Agent was about  to  rewind  the  film,  the  pre-
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siding judge suggested that he run the film in 
reverse so that another opportunity might be had 
to view it. As the "clients" appeared on the screen 
again, only in reverse action, defense counsel 
loosed a flood of objections, only to be drowned out 
by laughter as the judge remarked, "After all, I 
do not see why you gentlemen are objecting. 
Your men are now merely putting the cigarettes 
back where they belonged." 

The plea of the erstwhile "hernia" victim was 
changed to guilty the same day, with the trial re­
sulting in convictions of a m!ljority of the 
defendants. 

DOG  "POINTS"  THIEF  UNDER  STACK  OF 

DOG  FOOD 

Boto is a German Shepherd police dog especially 
trained for police work. He is the property of a 
west coast police department for which he has 
compiled an enviable record in investigations 
where sensitive nose work has been required. 

For a short time recently, however, Boto was 
wrongly discredited by members of the sheriff's 
office who borrowed him for searching a grocery 
store. At first, it appeared that his natural in­
stincts had transcended his police training. 

Boto was assigned to flush out a burglar depu­
ties were certain they had trn pped inside the large 
supermarket. He sniffed the market from garlic 
bins to frozen meat sections ,yithout 10 ing his 
composure. He finally "zeroed in" on some sacks 
of dog food in a mezzanine storeroom. 

The doubting handler withdrew the dog from 
his "point" on three different occasions and gave 
him a stern lecture for his lapse in discipline. 
Each time, however, the dog returned to "point" 
at the stack of dog food. He was finally banished 
to a patrol car while the officers waited in the 
store for something to develop. 

After an hour, the officers decided to investigate 

the stack of dog food, and out from under the 

pile scrambled the thief. He had assembled some 

200 pounds of meat which he was preparing to 

take from the store when he was surprised by the 

officers and decided to hide in the dog food. 

Boto was warmly praised and rewarded by the 

officers who had underestimated his unerring 

judgment in "pointing" out the thief under the 

dog food. 
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INTERSTATE  TRANSPORTATION  OF 

FIREWORKS 

Customarily,  fireworks  are  associated  with  

holidays  and  other  festive  occasions  in  our  

country.  Regulations  and  laws  governing  

their  sale  and  their  use  vary  from  one  com-  

munity  to  another  and  from  one  State  to  

another.  However, there  is  a  Federal  statute,  

Title  18, U.S. Code, Section  836, which  became  

effective  july 1,  1954, pertaining  to  the  trans-  

portation  of  fireworks  into  a  State  prohibiting  

their sale  and use.  It states:  

"Whoever,  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  

continuous  interstate  transportation  through  

any  State,  transports  fireworks  into  any  State  

or  delivers  them  for  transportation  into  any  

State,  or attempts  so  to  do,  knowing  that such  

fireworks  are  to  be  delivered,  possessed,  

stored,  transshipped,  distributed,  sold,  or oth-  

erwise  dealt  with  in  a  manner  or  for  a  use  

prohibited  by  the  laws  of  such  State  specif-  

ically  prohibiting or  regulating  the  use  of fire-  

works,  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $1,000 or  

imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year,  or both ."  

Violations  of  this  law  come  within  the  

investigative  jurisdiction  of  the  FBI.  

MffA)()I4L or! t\)S TB.u~ I' at\) s. ( VoL L{ I 
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DOUBLE  JEOPARDY 

·While shopping in a local department store in a 
larO"e Midwestern city, a young housewife had her 
purse stolen. Among other items in the handbag 
were the keys to her house. She reported the theft 
to the store detective and then returned home, 
gaining entrance into the house with the help of 

a neighbor. 
Shortly after her arrival, she received a tele­

phone call from a man identifyinO" himself as the 
store detective, stating her purse had been located 
and she should promptly return to the store and 
claim it. On arriving at the store, she was told by 
surprised store officials that her purse had not been 
recovered and that no employee had caned her. 

The housewife rushed back home to find her 
suspicions confirmed. Someone had entered the 
house and taken away the television set, radio, 
other electrical appliances, and a small amount of 
cash and jewelry. 
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FINGERPRINTS 

(Continued from, page 8) 

notification to the wanting agency as to subject's 
present whereabouts. The agency submitting the 

current print is also notified of subject's wanted 
status. 

..\. typical example of this service is the case of 
James Preston,* a prison escapee. Preston had 
run afoul of the law in a Southern State in 1956 
and received sentences of 10 years for robbery 
and 3 years for burglary, grand larceny, and 
assault with intent to rob. 

In 1958, while serving these sentences, Preston 
received an additional term of one year and one 
day for escape. Early in November 1961, he 
escaped again. 

At the request of State prison authorities in 
the outhern State, a "stop notice" was posted 
against Preston's record at the Identification Di­
vision. This "stop notice" had been in effect for 
more than a year when, on May 6, 1963, the finger­
prints of one Joseph Smith* were received from 
the police department in a Midwestern city. 
Smith, a husky 27-year-old laborer, had been ar­
rested for murder. ·When his fingerprint card 
arri\'ed at the Identification Division, an FBI 
technician determined that Smith and Preston, the 
prison escapee, were the same man. 

A telegram was immediately sent by Director 
,r. Edgar Hoover to the State prison authorities 
advising of the apprehension of their fugitive. 
In addition, the arresting police department was 
furnished the true identity of the killer it had in 
custody. 

Preston presently is confined to a State peni­
tentiary, "here he is serving a life term for 
murder. 

Missing  Person  Notices 

The Posting Section also receives requests from 
all over the world for the placement of missing 
person notices in its Identification Division files. 
These notices are posted at the request of members 
of the immediate family, and information re­

ceived by the Identification Division concerninO" 
o 

the whereabouts of the individual involved is 

furnished to the interested relatives. 

A "Missing Person Notice" posted in 1961 pro­

duced results late in 1962 when the wayward 

*Fictitious. 
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nephew of a woman in a Southern State was ar­
rested on a "drunk" charge in a city on the west 
coast. Unknown to the missing man, he had been 
named heir to part of the estate of his deceased 

grandmother. 
"It was due to your information that we found 

him," wrote his aunt and her husband. "IJe has 
started a new life and (we) think he will be a 
credit to the community." 

Civil  Identification  Files 

Over the past 40 years, the impact of the finger­

print files of the FBI's Identification Division has 
had a devastating effect on the lawless forces of 
the underworld. In 1924, when the division was 
established, the purpose was to provide a central 
repository of criminal identification data for law 
enforcement agencies throughout the Nation. 
Criminal identification has become only one phase 
of the Identification Division's functions. In 1933 
a Civil Identification section of the FBI finger­
print files was established. The 45 million sets of 
fingerprints in the criminal files and the 125 mil­
lion sets in the civil files enable the FBI to render 
a number of identification services. Unknown 
dead and amnesia victims are identified, and miss­
ing persons are located. The security of the 
Armed Forces and the Government service gener­
ally is promoted through the processing of the 
fingerprints of military personnel, civil employees, 
and applicants for Government positions. 

The Identification Division of the FBI also 
renders a number of other services, such as: 

International  Fingerprint  Exchange 

In 1932 the International Exchange of Finger­
print Data was initiated with a number of other 
nations. Today, on a cooperative basis, the FBI 
exchanges fingerprint information with 83 
friendly noncommunist countries and U.S. pos­
sessions outside the continental limits. 

During the 1963 fiscal year, the FBI received 
9,510 sets of fingerprints from other countries un­
der the international exchange program. A total 
of 1,336 of these were identified with records on 
file at the Identification Division. During the 
same 12 months, 209 fingerprint cards were sent 
abroad-and 76 identifications resulted. 

Prominent among the participants in this pro­
gram is New Scotland Yard which, in November 
1963, submitted the fingerprints of one Peter J olm­
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son* who had been convicted in England as a sex 
criminal. At the Identification Division, it was 
determined that Johnson was identical with a 
hoodlum whose record in the United States in­
cluded theft from the .S. mail, contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor, and grand larceny. 
A summary of Johnson's record-including the 
fact that he was wanted in a west coast city for 
failure to appear for sentencing on a grand lar­
ceny charge-was furnished to New Scotland 
Yard in London. 

Latent  Fingerprint  Section 

As a cooperative service to other law enforcement 
agencies, the Identification Division performs la­
tent fingerprint examinations free of charge. 
This service includes : (1) Examining specimens 
of evidence to determine whether latent finger im· 
pressions are present; (2) comparing latent finger 
impressions with the fingerprints of suspects; and 
(3) making available as witnesses in court the 
FBI experts involved. 

During 1963 a total of 111,695 specimens were 
processed for latent fingerprints by the Identifica­
tion Division. These resulted in the identification 
of 1,040 suspects who were involved in 911 sepa­
rate cases. 

The  Latent  Fingerprint  Expert 

The Latent Fingerprint Section was instituted in 
1933 for making technical examinations of latent 
prints or of inked prints on an individual basis. 
The technicians in this section are expert FBI 
fingerprint identification specialists, and their as-

Evidence Is examined for flngerprints in the Latent Fingerprint 

Section . 

signments generally involve the examination of 
fragmentary latent finger, palm, or foot impres­
sions developed by appropriate processes on ob­
jects associated with various crimes. A compari­
son is made of such latent impressions with the 
lrnown fingerprints of criminal suspects or other 
persons who might have left the latent prints on 
the object under examination. When necessary, a 
fingerprint expert will testify in local court as ,to 

his findings. 

In one of the most unusual cases handled in 1963, 
a deputy sheriff in a Western State submitted sev­
eral fragments of skin to the Identification Di­
vision. These bits of skin, together with about 3 
pounds of human flesh and two teeth, were the sole 
remains of the occupant (or occupants) of an au­
tomobile in which a load of stolen dynamite had 
exploded. From a license plate found at the 
scene, it had been determined that the car belonged 
to Richard Brown,* a 34-year-old hoodlum who 
had served time in a State prison for grand 
larceny. 

An expert in the Latent Fingerprint Section of 
the Identification Division found sufficient ridge 
detail on the fragments of skin to determine that 
they came from the left middle and little fingers 
of Brown. Investigation by local authorities con­
firmed that Brown had neither been seen nor heard 
from since the explosion occurred. 

General  Appearance  File 

The Latent Fingerprint Section also has the Gen­
eral Appea,rance File of photographs and descrip­
tive data on more than 1,700 lrnown confidence­
game operators and major thieves. Searches are 
made in this file on the basis of physical character­
istics, such as age, height, ,,-eight, color of hair 
and eyes, and other distinctive physical features. 
The photographs and other available material are 
furnished to interested law enforcement agencies 
to assist them in identifying confidence men and 
major thieves who operate in their jurisdictions. 

Each year, the Identification Division receives 
hundreds of sets of fingerprints of unlrnown dead 
persons-finger impressions obtained from bodies 
washed ashore or found floating in rivers and 
lakes; fingerprints of disaster victims whose iden­
tification papers have been destroyed by fire or 
have otherwise disappeared; prints of unidentified 
suicide victims, murder victims, and the like. 

•Fictitious. 
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ARCH  ACCIDENTALLATENT  FINGERPRINT  

WORK   JAb
CENTaAL  DOUBLE 

POCItIT lOOP  LOOP 
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IN  WHICH  SUSPECTS 

76,309 LATENT  FINGERPRINT  WERE  IDENTIFIED 

CASES  HANDLED 

NUMBER  OF 

795 
9,668 

1962 1963 1962 1963 1962 1963 

FISCAL  YEARS 

During the 1963 fiscal year, the FBI was called 
upon to assist in identifying 1,279 unknown dead. 
It succeeded 1,030 times-a "batting average" of 
.805. 

FBI  Disaster  Squad 

To help answer the urgent need for on-the-scene 
aid in meeting identification problems which often 
arise in connection with devastating storms, fires, 
plane crashes, and other major tragedies, the FBi 

Disaster Squad was organized in 1940. The Dis­
aster Squad is comprised of experts from the Iden­
tification Division who are ready at all times to 
travel wherever their identification services are 
needed. 

Possible known fingerprints of the victims lo­

cated in the FBI's files through name checks are 

taken directly to the disaster scene for rapid com­

parison with prints obtained from bodies. The 

squad also aids in assembling other types of 
identification data. 

In 38 of these disasters which have occurred 
since January 1, 1959, the squad was able to secure 
one or more fingerprints from 1,079 adult victims. 
From this number, positive identifications were 
made by fingerprints of 871, representing a per­
centage of 80.7. 

This is a cost-free cooperative service offered to 
assist local law enforcement agencies. Any law 
enforcement or common carrier agency requiring 
the service of the FBI Disaster Squad may con­

tact the nearest field office or headquarters of the 

FBI. 

Speed photo Transceiver 

In October of 1950, a Speed photo Transceiver was 

installed in the Identification Division. Finger­

print comparisons can be made in a matter of min-
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A flngerprint expert verifles an identiflcation. 

utes with its use when 'time is of the essence and 
regular mail service will not provide the rapid 
response required. 

Several law enforcement agencies utilize the 
Speed photo Transceiver which transmits finger­
prints and identification data over direct telephone 
lines at the same cost rate as a long-distance tele­
phone call. This service is offered to law enforce­
ment agencies 24 hours a day by a specially trained 
staff of employees. 

Over the years, a growing list of hoodlums have 
gone to unusual lengths-often at great expense 
and extreme pain-to "beat" the infallible science 
of fingerprint identification. The notorious John 
Dillinger, for example, submitted to the sadistic 
mutilation of his fingertips early in June 1934 by 
an underworld doctor in Chicago. Homer Van 
Meter, one of Dillinger's criminal henchmen, 
joined him in having the same operation "commit­
ted" on his hands by this physician. 

To both hoodlums, this proved an excruciating 
waste of money and time. When FBI Agents 
killed Dillinger while he was resisting arrest, on 
the night of July 22, 1934, his body was positively 
identified by fingerprints. Van Meter met his 
death in St. Paul, Minn., less than 5 weeks later. 
Both gunmen had discovered-to their intense 
anger and frustration-that even after the muti­
lated parts of their fingers healed, their finger­
prints could be identified easily. 

Master Checkpasser Belew 

Despite the failures of others before them, there 
remains in the underworld an undaunted "smart 
set" which is supremely confident of its ability to 

hoodwink law enforcement officers and evade jus­
tice. One such criminal is George Lester Belew, 
a nomadic passer of bad checks who devised his 
"better mouse trap" during an extensive check­
passing spree in the mid 1950's. 

Belew's new approach involved affixing a 
"thumbprint" to his fraudulent checks. Docu­
ment examiners of the FBI Laboratory had no 
trouble identifying Belew's handwriting on these 
checks. Yet, in each instance, FBI experts found 
that the "thumbprint" matched none of the finger 
impressions in Belew's extensive identification 
record. 

The Identification Division quickly surmised 
that the checkpasser actually was making his 
"thumbprint" with one of his toes. Thus, instruc­
tions were issued that, when he was arrested, prints 
of Belew's toes should be obtained. 

In January 1955 this theory was confirmed. Be­
lew's flight from justice ended at a motel in the 
Midwest, and subsequent examination of his toe 
prints showed that the "thumbprint" on the bad 
checks he had passed was actually the impression 
of his right great too. 

While awaiting trial, Belew wrote a poem la­
menting the years he had wasted in cr iminal pur­
suits and urging "all the youth of America" to 
follow the path of honesty and decency. I n J une _ 
1961, Belew was given an opportunity to follow _ 
his own advice. Released from the Medical Center 
for Federal Prisoners at Springfield, Mo., he soon 
returned to his criminal specialty; and in June 
1963, another fraudulent check bearing the im­
pression of Belew's right great toe was received at 
the Identification Division. Once again, he is 
being sought by the FBI and other law enforce­
ment agencies on bad -check charges. 

Innocence Established 

On repeated occasions over the years, fingerprints 
have also assisted FBI experts to establish the in­
noc~nce of falsely accused persons. For example, 
durmg an armed robbery carried out by a lone 
bandit, a businessman in an Eastern State was 
killed and his wife brutally beaten. Within 72 
hours a suspect had been identified and picked from 
a police lineup by the murder victim's widow. 
This man loudly protested his innocence. To re­
solve the matter, local authorities sent the sus­

pect's fingerprints to the Identification Division 

for comparison with latent finger impressions 

found at the scene of the murder-robbery. Re-
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suIt: The man picked from the police lineup was 
released; an impression of the left index finger 
of another suspect appeared on a vital item of evi-
dence! 

The distinctive nature of  fingerprints  has been 
recognized  for  many  centuries.  Finger  impres-
sions on clay tablets were used  in  recording busi-
ness transactions by the ancient Babylonians; and 
Chinese documents more than a thousand years old 
refer  to a  similar use  of  fingerprints  in  the  F ar 
East.  However,  the  technical  and  highly  exact-
ing science of fingerprints was founded less than a 
hundred years ago. 

Back  on  July  1,  1924,  shortly  after  J .  Edgar 
Hoover  was  named  Director  of  the  FBI by  At-
torney General Harlan F. Stone, few persons could 
envision  the high  degree  of  efficiency  and  utility 
which  would  be  attained  by  the  newly  formed 
branch  of  the  FBI­the Identification  Division. 
Today the Identification Division stands as a hall-
mark  to  the resourceful  cooperation  so  prevalent 
in modern­day law enforcement. 

TRUCKDRIVER  STEALS  TO  SATISFY  

DRUG  HABIT  

Investigation  of  a  Theft  From  Interstate  Ship-
ment  (TFIS)  violation  by  FBI  Agents  located 
an  individual  whose  name  was  used  by  a  truck-
driver  for  the  victim  company.  It was  deter-
mined  that  this  man  was  not  identical,  however, 
with  the  person  who  had  committed  the  theft. 

Several  more  similar  violations  of  the  statute 
were  reported,  and  in  each  case  the  truckdriver 
gave  the same name and worked only  one day  at 
each terminal. 

All terminal managers were alerted to this indi-
vidual  and  the  name  he  was  using.  Later,  he 
made  an  appearance  at  one  of  these  terminals. 
The  manager  immediately  notified  the  FBI. 

Interviewed  by  agents,  the  man  admitted  his 

guilt  and  stated  he  had  been  a  truckdriver  all 

his life.  In order to escape detection in the TFIS 

cases,  he  had  assumed  the  identity  of  a  person 

whose  driver's  license he had  appropriated  from 

a  mail box.  This  was  the only  identification  re-

quired by the trucking companies. 

His reason  for stealing from  the shipments: To 

obtain money  to supply his narcotics habit which 

cost him as much as $30 a day. 

Printing Troublesome  Fingers 

FINGERPRINT SlJJnnssIONs to the Identification Di-
vision of  the FBI continue to increase in both the 
ftrrest and civil categories, and the continued close 
cooperation of all contributors is essential in order 
for  the FBI to  handle  its heavy  workload. 

The success  and value of  the  FBI's fingerprint 
files to all law enforcement agencies are dependent, 
in  a  large  measure,  on  the  legible  inked  finger-
prints taken by law enforcement agencies.  Every 
fingerprint card filed in the FBI files is of value to 
the  particular  law  enforcement  agency  which 
forwarded  it as  well  as  to all  other  law  enforce-
ment  agencies  which  rely  on  its  being  correctly 
classified and filed.  Therefore, time and attention 
devoted  to  legibility  of  the fingerprint cards sub-
mitted to the FBI Identification Division increase 
the. effectiveness  of  the  service  provided  to  the 

fingerprinl vontributor. 

Various  suggestions  have  been  made  with  re-

gard to reprinting one or more troublesome fingers 

when  the majority of the impressions on the card 

are legible.  One of the more practical ways to do 

this  is  to  reprint  the  fingers  on  the back  of  the 

card  and  identify  them  appropriately.  This  al-

lows  the  fingerprint  technicians  to use  these  im­ e 
pressions  in obtaining accurate  classifications and 

makes  them a  permanent part of FBI files. 

All  fingerprint.  contributors should make every 

effort  to  submit.  legible fingerprint cards in  order 

to  assure  the maximum  efficient  service  available 

through  the FBI identification  program. 

..!bEfD\'­ 01 V, 

LATENT  PRINTS  ON  BANANAS 

LEAD  TO  ROBBER 

An individual  in a  Midwestern city  was  arrested  

recently because he left his fingerprints on a bunch  

of bananas.  A complainant whose food store had  

been  robbed  reported  to  an  investigating  officer  

that the robber handled a bunch of bananas.  The  

officer C<'trefully  dusted the fruit  for  latent finger- 

print impressions and was successful in matching  

one  of  the  lifted  latent  prints  with  the  finger- 

prints of  the suspect,  thus definitely  linking him  

with  the  robbery  of  this  store  and  possibly  the  

robbery  of  at  least  five  other  food  stores  in  the 

city.  e 
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Right index finger In 1948. Same finger in 1951 showing beginning o~ wart. 

Warts Come  and  Go; 

Fingerprints Remain Unchanged 

WE DO NOT KNOW why warts come or why they 
go-and we are not likely to use Tom Sawyer's 
cure of spunk-water and a dead cat in a cemetery 
at midnight to remove them-but recently the 
Identification Division of the FBI had occasion 
to note the results of a wart in the center of a 
fingerprint. 

The accompanying illustrations are photographs 
of the right index finger of an individual taken in 
1948, again in 1951 (the small white space in the 

center is the beginning of the wart), and in 1953 
(the wart at its largest stage). The last photo­
graph, which was taken in 1963, shows that the 

wart completely disappeared and has not perma­
nently damaged one single ridge. The person did 
nothing to remove the wart or cause its disappear­
ance. The fingerprint before, during, and after 
the wart reveals that a positive identification can 
be made by adjacent ridge detail. Thus, the 
infallibility of fingerprints passes another test. 

In 1953, the wart at full growth. 

July  1964 

Disappearance of wart leaves no trace, 1963. 
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JAMES  THOMAS  Ril EY,  also  known  as:  James 
Thomas  Parker. 

Unlawful Interstate  Flight To  Avoid Prosecution­
Murder 

JAMES THOMAS RILEY, wanted for murder in 
Florida, is currently the object of a nationwide 
FBI manhunt. A Federal warrant was issued on 
JUly 14, 1960, at Miami, Fla., charging him with 
unlawful interstate flight to avoid prosecution for 

murder. 

The Crime 

This 39-year-old fugitive allegedly shot and killed 
his wife in liami, Fla., while she 'yus holding 
their 19-month-old child. The murder weapon, 
a 16-gage shotgun, was fired at close range. 

Riley, a frequent gambler and card player, is con-

James Thomas Riley. 

sidered to be an excellent metal "burner." His 
occupations have included iron cutter, laborer, 
metal grinder, and truck driver. 

Caution 

Since Riley is being sought for murder committed 
with the use of a shotgun, he should be considered 

very dangerous. 

Description 

Age___________________ 39, born December 3, 1924, Jack­

son, Miss. (not supported by 

birth records). 
Height________________ 5 feet 10 inches. 
WeighL _______________ 190 pounds. 

Build_________________. i\Iedium. 

HaiL_________________ Black. 

Eyes__________________ Brown. 
Complexion____________ Medium. 
Race__________________ Negro. 

rationality____________ American. 

Occupations___________. Iron cutter, laborer, met a 1 

grinder, truck driver. 
FBI No_______________. 555,994 D 

Fingerprint 
Classification________ 3 S 17 W MOO 5 

S 1 U 110 

Notify the FBI 

Any person having information which might as­

sist in locating this fugitive is requested to im­
mediately notify the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Department of Jus­
tice, W'ashington, D.C., 20535, or the Special 
Agent in Charge of the nearest FBI field office, 
the telephone number of which appears on the 
first page of most local telephone directories. 

"GOOD SAMARITANS" INSURED 

P rivate citizens who go to the aid of police officers 
performing their duties in Glasgow, Scotland, will 
now be covered by insurance in the event they are 
killed or injured as a result of their actions. If 

the citizen is killed, his survivors will receive a 
payment of $5,000. If he is injured, he will re­
ceive $5,000 for the loss of two limbs, two eyes, 
or one limb and one eye. The loss of one limb or 
one eye will bring a payment of $2,500, and total 
disability, an annuity of $500 for not more than 

10 years. ­- ,
FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 
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----------------------------------------

• 
FOR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Complete this form and return to: 

DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASIIINGTON, D.C. 20535 

(Name) (Title) 

(Addre88) 

(Oity) (State) (Zip Oode) 

"East Side,  West Side,  All  Around  the Town" 

The policeman heard the car approaching at Street, and down the 'vest drive of Central Park 
racing speed. Fastening his goggles on more where he took a spill on muddy ground, completely 
securely and taking a firm hold on the handle ruining his uniform. 
bars of his motorcycle, he took off after the speed­ The erring motorist admitted he was going fast 
ing car on the streets of New York. but denied he "as traveling anywhere near 18 

The officer told the police magistrate he followed miles an hour. He was fined $10, which he reluct­
a the man from Eighth A venue, through llOth antly paid-July 31,1905 . 
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HANDWRITING 

SAMPLES 

o IN  OBTAINING  HANDWRITING  SAMPLES,  DUPLICATE  WRITING  CONDITIONS 

UNDER  WHICH  QUESTIONED  WRITING  WAS  PREPARED  INSOFAR  AS 

POSSIBLE;  i.e., WRITING  POSITION,  INSTRUMENT,  PAPER,  WORDING,  ETC. 



PO STAGE AND FEES PA I D  

FEDERAL B U REA U O F I NVESTIGAT ION  

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF' JUSTICE  

F'EDERAL BUREAU OF' INVESTIGATION  

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20535  

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

RETURN AF'TER 5 DAYS 

INTERESTING  PATTERN  

D 

This impression contains an unusual ridge formation to the right of 

the delta which is located at point D. In the Identification Division 

of the FBI , the pattern is classified as a loop with four ridge counts. 


